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SUB J : LEVESQUE GETS OPPOSITION BACKING FOR RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS 
REF: QUEBEC 0288 

1. QUEBEC'S OPPOSITION PARTIES AUG. 13 ENDORSED IN PRINCIPLE 

THE GOQ'S NEWLY-MINTED AMENDMENT (REFTEL) TO BILL 101 PERMITTING 
RECIPROCAL LANGUAGE-OF-EDUCATION AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER CANADIAN 
PROVINCES. LEVESQUE WILL THEREFORE HAVE ALL-PARTY POLITICAL 
BACKING FOR HIS NEGOTIATIONS WITH CANADA’S OTHER PREMIERS AT 
INTER-PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE AT ST. ANDREWS ON AUGUST 18. 

2. BY WAY OF EXPLANATION, LIBERAL MNA ANDRE RAYNAULD TOLD 
"LE DEVOIR" THAT HIS PARTY PREFERRED WRITING PROTECTION FOR 
MINORITY LANGUAGE RIGHTS INTO THE CONSTITUTION, BUT, FACED 
WITH OVERWHELMING PQ STRENGTH IN THE ASSEMBLY, THE LIBERALS HAD 
OPTED FOR THE RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS CONCEPT AS THE "LESSER 

OF TWO EVILS." UNION NATION ALE LEADER RODRIGUE BIRON WAS MORE 
CATEGORICAL IN HIS APPROVAL FOR THE PQ MEASURE. IF OTHER PREMIERS 
DENY QUEBEC'S RIGHT TO NEGOTIATE SUCH AGREEMENTS, HE SAID, 

IT WOULD BE "A SERIOUS ERROR AND AN ACT OF COWARDICE THAT COULD 
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LEAD TO THE DESTRUCTION OF CANADA." 

3. INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS MINISTER CLAUDE MORIN, WHO WILL 
ACCOMPANY LEVESQUE TO ST. ANDREWS. CONFESSED TO THE ASSEMBLY 
THAT HE WAS NOT SURE PRECISELY WHAT KIND OF AGREEMENT THE PM 
WOULD PUSH FOR. IN AN OBVIOUS ATTEMPT NOT TO TIP THE PQ'S 
HAND, MORIN SAID THE FINAL SHAPE OF ANY PROPOSED AGREEMENT 
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WOULD NOT BE DECIDED UNTIL CABINET MEETING JUST PRIOR TO 
PM'S DEPARTURE. IN ANY CASE, LEVESQUE WILL HAVE PLENTY OF ROOM 
TO MANEUVER. ONLY ONTARIO AND NEW BRUNSWICK HAVE FRANCOPHONE 
POPULATIONS LARGE ENOUGH TO MAKE FULL RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS 
POSSIBLE. AS FOR THE OTHER PROVINCES, LEVESQUE MAY BE PREPARED 
TO SETTLE FOR A SIMPLE COMMITMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO IMPROVE 
FRENCH-LANGUAGE EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE, 
HOWEVER, THAT HE MUST BRING HOME SOMETHING FAIRLY CONCRETE 
TO SATISFY LANGUAGE HARDLINERS IN CABINET HERE. 

4. COMMENT: JUDGING FROM FAVORABLE REACTION FROM EVEN MOST 
SEVERE FRANCOPHONE CRITICS OF GOQ LANGUAGE POLICY, RECIPROCITY 
GAMBIT APPEARS BE "INGENIOUS AND, AT SAME TIME, POLITICALLY 
DEFT" AS DESCRIBED BY "LE DEVOIR" EDITORIAL. FINAL IMPRIMATUR 
OF RESPECTIBILITY WAS GIVEN BY NEW FEDERAL LANGUAGE COMMISSIONER, 
MAX VALDEN, WHO ENDORSED RECIPROCITY AS "NORMAL" IN RECENT 
TV INTERVIEW. LEVESQUE HAS SUCCEEDED IN APPEALING TO DEEP 
TRIBAL SENSE OF GRIEVANCE WHICH TRANSCENDS DIFFERENCES OF PARTY 
OR NATIONAL STATUS PREFERENCE. OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS WERE 
PUT IN POSITION OF EITHER ENDORSING RECIPROCAL RIGHTS OR 
APPEARING AS TRAITORS TO FRANCOPHONE BROTHERS. ANGLOPHONE 
PREMIERS ARE LIKELY BE FACED WITH SIMILAR HOBSON'S CHOICE 
WHERE REJECTION OF RECIPROCITY CAN BE PICTURED AS CONFIRMATION 
OF ANGLOPHONE UNWILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT LINGUISTIC EQUALITY. 
MCNAMARA 
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